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start a family. But, today, because of 
new abortion care restrictions, 90 per-
cent of counties in the United States 
do not have an abortion provider. 
Women are faced with impossible deci-
sions and, as a result, will be forced to 
have babies they can’t afford, didn’t 
plan for, or are unable to care for, or 
faced to have babies under life-threat-
ening conditions. And, tragically, 
women may also die because they lack 
the access or resources to safely end 
pregnancy. Abortion bans are a matter 
of life and death. 

Women across the country are under 
attack and so, too, are the healthcare 
professionals who provide safe and 
legal abortions. Today is Abortion Pro-
vider Appreciation Day. This day was 
established to honor Dr. David Gunn, 
who was killed on March 10, 1993, out-
side his abortion clinic in Pensacola, 
FL, by a White supremacist, anti-abor-
tion extremist. 

Abortion providers are compas-
sionate, credentialed, and highly 
trained professionals who allow women 
to actually make choices about their 
own bodies, their futures, and whether 
or not they want to start a family, and 
they do so without judgment and in the 
face of violence. 

Tragically, Dr. Gunn’s murder was 
just the first known instance of a mur-
der of an abortion provider. Across the 
country, abortion providers experience 
intimidation, harassment, threats, and 
violence from anti-abortion extremists. 

According to NARAL, between 1977 
and 2015, there were over 7,200 acts of 
violence carried out against abortion 
providers by anti-choice extremists. 
These included 42 bombings, 185 arson 
attacks, and thousands of death 
threats, bioterrorism threats, and as-
saults. Every single day, even right 
here in DC, anti-choice extremists sta-
tion outside of abortion clinics and 
harass staff and patients. 

Fourteen States and the District of 
Columbia have needed to enact laws to 
protect abortion providers and pa-
tients, including laws that prohibit 
blocking the entrance to a clinic, 
threatening or intimidating staff, dam-
aging property, and more. Three States 
have even had to go so far as to estab-
lish a ‘‘bubble zone’’ to protect people 
within a certain distance of a clinic. 
These doctors, nurses, and staff fear for 
their lives just to provide access to re-
productive care. 

Being an abortion provider is a dan-
gerous profession in this country. What 
other medical profession deals with 
this level of harassment and violence 
just to provide medical services, med-
ical care? For what other medical pro-
fession do we have to create a bubble 
zone of protection? 

On Tuesday, I joined Senator PETERS 
and my colleagues in the House to in-
troduce a resolution to honor all 
healthcare providers who keep patients 
safe and healthy and do their part to 
help provide access to reproductive 
care, including abortions. 

Today, on Abortion Provider Appre-
ciation Day, I stand on the Senate 

floor to affirm my commitment to en-
suring the personal safety of all abor-
tion providers and clinic staff. I thank 
these fearless individuals for maintain-
ing abortion access to communities 
across our country. A big aloha and 
mahalo to these courageous people. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 3811 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
a few days ago, the Senate heard di-
rectly from President Zelenskyy. The 
bravery and leadership we have seen 
from President Zelenskyy and the 
Ukrainian people is incredible. 

And during this call, he was very 
clear about what the Ukrainian people 
need to defend themselves against Rus-
sia’s unjustified invasion. What is un-
believable is that even after seeing hor-
rifying images on the news and hearing 
from the Ukrainian President himself, 
the Senate has done nothing to get the 
aid they so desperately need approved 
and on its way. Why? Because Senator 
CHUCK SCHUMER is holding it hostage. 

Senator SCHUMER is keeping this 
body from voting on and passing the 
Ukrainian aid package because he is 
holding it hostage to include it in the 
$1.5 trillion omnibus. People are dying. 
Yesterday while the Senate floor was 
closed at Senator SCHUMER’s direction, 
Putin’s evil forces bombed a children’s 
hospital. 

What in the world are we doing here? 
It is heartless. It is shameful. It is a 
stain on the integrity of the Senate 
and the United States that aid for 
Ukrainians is being used as a political 
tool. 

We could have voted on the weekend. 
We could have voted on Monday or 
Tuesday or yesterday. 

But Senator SCHUMER closed the 
floor and made it impossible to vote. 
Ukrainians are dying. It is time to end 
these games. These are stupid games. 
That is why I am asking that we imme-
diately take a vote to pass the aid to 
Ukraine. 

And I am thankful that many of my 
colleagues have joined me to make this 
request. Senators MARSHA BLACKBURN, 
JOHN BOOZMAN, TOM COTTON, STEVE 
DAINES, JONI ERNST, CHUCK GRASSLEY, 
CYNTHIA LUMMIS, and ROGER MARSHALL 
have all cosponsored my proposal. 

What I am asking is to pass the exact 
text—the exact text—that both the 
Democrats and Republicans, they have 
already agreed to this. We can send 
this to the President’s desk today. By 
holding this hostage in the omnibus, 
Senator SCHUMER is forcing even fur-
ther delays. The omnibus won’t go to 
President Biden’s desk until next week. 

The people of Ukraine are in the 
fight for their lives and their freedom. 
Every day the Senate waits to send 
American aid, weapons, and resources 
to help them is another day that their 
fighting against this Russian invasion 
is even made more difficult. 

There is no reason we can’t vote on 
this aid package now and pass it today. 
Waiting even 1 more day puts more 
lives at risk. Let’s act now to protect 
global freedom from Putin’s tyranny. 

Now, I will turn it over to Senator 
ROGER MARSHALL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I thank Senator 
SCOTT for leading this issue. 

Mr. President, every moment of 
every day is precious, but none more so 
than when war has engulfed your home. 
It was just 3 weeks ago today, what 
now feels like an eternity, that Rus-
sian forces first invaded Ukraine’s sov-
ereign border and launched a deadly, 
unprovoked attack on the people of 
Ukraine. And since that day, the world 
has watched in horror as hundreds, per-
haps thousands, of innocent civilians— 
including children—have perished from 
gunfire and explosive weapons. More 
than 2 million people have now fled 
their homes. 

Among the Russian targets have been 
a bread factory, a maternity ward, and 
a nursery. Despite enduring the suf-
fering and being greatly outnumbered 
by Russian force strength and military 
might, the Ukrainian people have 
bravely defended their homeland, an 
inspiration for the entire world. Here 
at home, though, President Biden has 
been doing his best to fool the Amer-
ican people into thinking he is a war-
time President, but his track record 
tells a different story. 

To say the President is leading from 
behind is an understatement. The 
President’s handling of the Ukraine in-
vasion has been littered with missteps 
and tardiness nearly every step of the 
way, his words and actions seldom lin-
ing up. 

In December, the administration 
slow-walked a shipment of military 
arms that would have hardened 
Ukraine’s defenses. It took nearly a 
month for the package to be approved 
and the armaments to arrive in 
Ukraine. In January, Senate Repub-
licans moved to stop sanctions on the 
Nord Stream 2 Pipeline. President 
Biden dispatched his allies in this 
Chamber to filibuster the bill and 
allow the project to be slowed down. 

A month later, the President finally 
came around and moved to impose 
sanctions on the project. Last week, I 
introduced with 10 of my Republican 
colleagues to ban Russian oil imports. 
Democrats in the Senate joined in call-
ing for an announcement of such an ac-
tion during his State of the Union 
speech, but none was made. 

Always afraid to lead, it would be a 
full week later when President Biden 
would finally impose the import prohi-
bition. This President has repeatedly 
been late to act. His failure to show 
strength and take proactive maneuvers 
empowered a war criminal to move to 
reclaim one of the most prized former 
Soviet republics, a land rich with 
wheat and corn and sunflowers. 
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I was on a phone call with many of 

my colleagues last weekend with Presi-
dent Zelenskyy. And my friends across 
the aisle were so excited, they were so 
motivated, wanting to move quickly to 
place ammunitions and MiG–29 jets in 
the hands of the brave Ukrainians. But 
no; cowardice is contagious. Democrats 
in Congress have now taken a page out 
of our President’s playbook by settling 
on a process that would deliver this 
most recent round of military aid to 
Ukrainians more than a week after 
President Zelenskyy laid out his coun-
try’s need to Members of Congress. 

And the MiG fighter jets that are so 
desperately needed by the Ukrainians, 
they remain grounded and out of the 
hands of the sieged. Instead of a stand- 
alone bill or attaching this invaluable 
relief to the short-term CR that will be 
signed to keep the government open 
while the massive 3,000-page bill is en-
rolled and sent to the President, they 
are insisting that it remain part of the 
omnibus in order to sweeten a sour 
bunch of grapes—once again, delaying 
lifesaving aid by many days. 

At a time when our national debt is 
over $30 trillion and our government 
spent almost $2 trillion extra on gov-
ernment programs this year already, 
the bill increases discretionary spend-
ing on more than $45 billion. Indeed, we 
won’t let a crisis go to waste. 

It also funds the administration’s 
tragically misguided attempts to elec-
trify our electric fleet and implement 
the Green New Deal. All the while, we 
are witnessing a self-imposed Biden en-
ergy crisis because they have killed our 
domestic oil and gas industry by de-
claring war on American energy. 

Today, I would ask the Democrats 
partying in Philadelphia with drag 
queens and sampling Pennsylvania 
beers that they should jump on the 
next Amtrak train and come back and 
help us pass this Ukrainian aid imme-
diately. Let’s not force it into an omni-
bus that makes the Ukrainian people 
wait 5 more days before it would be of-
ficially signed into law. I support the 
much needed Ukrainian aid. We would 
pass it as a stand-alone piece of legisla-
tion today. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I 

do want to thank my colleague from 
Florida for doing the right thing for 
our partners in Ukraine by bringing up 
this supplemental appropriation for its 
own vote—its own vote. 

But this isn’t something that he 
should have had to do. It is something 
that should have been demanded by 
every Member of this Chamber. Vladi-
mir Putin is waging a war, an all-out 
war on Ukraine. He has reduced mater-
nity hospitals, orphanages, schools, 
and private homes to piles of rubble. 
He has boobytrapped humanitarian 
corridors. He is using weapons so hor-
rific that to possess them constitutes a 
war crime. And he is preparing to ter-
rorize civilians with the same proxy 

fighters that have brutalized innocents 
in Mali and in Syria. 

And here we stand as our Democrat 
colleagues try to use an aid bill for 
Ukraine to link onto its back a $1.5 
trillion spending spree. 

At last count, there are more than 
4,000 earmarks in this omnibus spend-
ing bill. 

You and I have been through the 
issue of earmarks when we each were 
Members in the House. Earmarks, 4,000 
of them, this bill is divisive, controver-
sial, and requires actual deliberation 
and debate. It should not be used as a 
vehicle to hold this emergency funding 
for Ukraine hostage. 

The fact that we even have to have 
this discussion is just disrespectful of 
the process. And it does not help the 
Ukrainian people. It slows down the aid 
to them. It is time to stop this manipu-
lation in its tracks. 

We need to give the people of Ukraine 
airpower. We need to give them human-
itarian aid. And it needs to be done 
now. We need to give them the funding 
and the support that they need to sur-
vive, and it should be done now. And 
we need to separate this supplemental 
from this $1.5 trillion spending spree, 
and it ought to be done now. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I also 

rise to protest the manner in which 
funding for the people of Ukraine has 
been strapped to this spending bill, 
thereby delaying aid to Ukraine and 
strapping it to a bill that is going to 
need days to get to the President’s 
desk so it is in good shape. 

I have been following—just as you 
have—the unfolding humanitarian cri-
sis in Ukraine, and I am incredibly con-
cerned for the people there: the women 
and children who have been murdered 
in the streets by Vladimir Putin’s 
bombs, the housing complexes that 
have been destroyed, the maternity 
hospital that was bombed just yester-
day, all from unprovoked Russian ag-
gression. 

We want to help these people. The 
people of Wyoming whom I represent 
want to help these people. 

Because of this, I was particularly 
appalled at the decision by congres-
sional Democrats to include Ukraine 
aid funding in the massive government 
funding omnibus bill that we are start-
ing to consider. 

We could get this Ukraine money on 
its way today. We could get it to the 
President’s desk today. Most of us 
agree. I think it would be unanimous 
to send the money to Ukraine. 

As a former House Member and a 
longtime legislator, I know that any 
big piece of legislation has good pieces 
and bad or, as former U.S. Senator Al 
Simpson used to say, ‘‘some spinach.’’ 
But this is a cynical approach to legis-
lating. 

It forces Members of Congress to 
make an unnecessary choice: choose 
between helping the Ukrainian people 

and further indebting our own con-
stituents. It is a cynical ploy, and it is 
cynical because of what is in the rest of 
bill, the omnibus spending bill. At a 
time when the United States is over $30 
trillion in debt, instead of taking a se-
rious look at our budget, we are piling 
on. 

We are increasing nondefense discre-
tionary spending by 7 percent, even 
though inflation this year is more than 
7 percent. Worse still, the omnibus con-
tinues to fund President Biden’s vac-
cine mandates, even after the Presi-
dent himself called for a return to nor-
mal. This bill also contains anti-Sec-
ond Amendment provisions that 
threaten the rights of law-abiding citi-
zens in Wyoming. Finally, after ban-
ning the practice for years, this omni-
bus contains around $10 billion in ear-
marks for pet projects around the 
country. 

Here is the book of earmarks. Look 
how thick this is. It is printed on both 
sides in about 4-point font. You almost 
have to have a looking glass to see 
what is in here—4,000 earmarks after 
we had gotten away from this. 

I am sympathetic to the argument 
that earmarks are a more direct way of 
addressing problems around the coun-
try, but historically they have been 
abused as a way for leadership to whip 
votes on bad legislation and a way to 
fund unnecessary pet projects to curry 
favor back home. 

But instead of having a debate about 
these and other concerns of the mas-
sive spending bill, Ukraine funding was 
dropped in here in an effort to get 
Members to vote for a bad bill so we 
can get funding to Ukraine. 

We should have a stand-alone vote on 
the aid for the people of Ukraine. This 
issue is entirely separate from the om-
nibus spending bill that Congress is 
considering and should be recognized as 
such on the Senate floor. Anything less 
does a disservice to the people we are 
trying to help and to the American 
people we serve. 

I am proud of Senator RICK SCOTT for 
calling for a separate vote to help the 
people of Ukraine. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 

I want to thank my colleague from Wy-
oming. I want to thank my colleagues 
from Kansas and from Tennessee for 
their interest in making sure that we 
get Ukraine aid to the citizens of 
Ukraine today. 

I ask unanimous consent that at a 
time to be determined by the majority 
leader, following consultation with the 
Republican leader, the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of S. 3811, which is 
at the desk; that there be 2 hours for 
debate, equally divided in the usual 
form; and that upon the use or yielding 
back of time, the bill be read a third 
time and the Senate vote on passage of 
the bill without intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 
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The Senator from Montana. 
Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I want 

to reserve the right to object. 
I have been listening to the argu-

ments that are made here. Let’s get to 
the facts. 

The fact is, if we split this Ukrainian 
funding now, it is not going to get 
there quicker; it is going to get there 
slower. 

The bottom line is, if you want to 
help the Ukrainian people out—and I 
believe the speakers want to help the 
Ukrainian people out—then pass the 
omnibus bill that is in front of us. 

The Senator from Florida is pro-
posing just to pass one portion of this 
omnibus appropriations bill, and that 
is the $13.5 billion in aid to Ukraine. 

I want to be very, very clear on what 
this move would mean. If we don’t pass 
the rest of the omnibus, the Pentagon 
is going to shut down at midnight on 
Friday. OK? 

Now, all our eyes are on Ukraine, and 
they well should be, but don’t forget 
for a second that China is a pacing 
threat to this world. We are going to 
shut the Pentagon down on Friday? I 
don’t think that is a smart move. 

Eleven days ago, all the Senators in 
this body had the opportunity to go to 
a classified briefing led by Secretary of 
Defense Lloyd Austin. I asked him 
what he needed from Congress to re-
spond to the Russian aggression. Do 
you know what he said? He said: We 
need a full-year appropriations bill. 
That is what we have in front of us 
today. 

And yet, the Senator from Florida is 
effectively proposing to give the mili-
tary less than 1 percent of what the 
Secretary of Defense says he needs to 
respond to threats around the world. 
That is $6.5 billion out of $744 billion. 

And for the folks who say this $1.5 
trillion package is a boondoggle, well, 
let me tell you, then you should stand 
up and say half of this bill is a boon-
doggle because half of it goes into de-
fense to protect this country, to make 
the world a safer place. 

I really don’t understand what the 
Senator from Florida is trying to ac-
complish, but I want no part of it. 

Congress should have passed this 
budget to cover the military needs and 
cover this country’s needs over 6 
months ago. 

Passing a bill to cover 1 percent of 
our troops’ funding needs is, once 
again, kicking the can down the road. 
It is 110 percent unacceptable to me 
and to every American who expects 
their government to keep them safe at 
home and around the world. 

This is really, really, really a bad 
idea, and we should quit wasting time 
on these kinds of ideas and get to the 
point of voting on this omnibus bill, 
getting it out so that we can deal with 
the Ukraine situation. 

And by the way, in the Defense bill, 
over and above the $13.5 billion, there 
is another $300 million for Ukraine. So 
it is time to get this ball rolling. It is 
time to get this bill passed in the U.S. 
Senate. 

Quit dilly-dallying around. Let’s get 
‘er done. There is too much on the line 
today to keep fooling around. 

I object. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
The Senator from Florida. 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 

it is hard to express my anger and frus-
tration. 

What in the hell are we doing here? 
I asked for the Senate to do a very 

simple thing: vote today on desperately 
needed aid for Ukraine, and Senate 
Democrats have blocked it. 

This is the exact text—the exact 
text—that both Democrats and Repub-
licans have already agreed to. 

People need to know exactly why 
Democrats have blocked this common-
sense bill. I know. It is because they 
are following orders from Senator 
SCHUMER to block passage of aid to 
Ukraine so we can continue to hold it 
hostage in the omnibus. 

That is what we are dealing with 
here. 

We could send this to the President’s 
desk today, but Senate Democrats have 
said no because they are insisting that 
it be passed with the omnibus. 

The omnibus is $1.5 trillion, 2,700 
pages; as my colleague from Wyoming 
said, 4,000 earmarks. Senator SCHUMER 
alone has 150 earmarks, $600,000 for a 
greenhouse in New York, $3 million for 
museum galleries in Brooklyn. 

I mean, to him, the omnibus is just a 
joke. It is a way to send some money 
home. 

Today, inflation just hit 7.9 percent— 
another 40-year high. And contrary to 
what President Biden just said this 
morning, that is just for February. 
That massive spike in inflation doesn’t 
reflect the big price hikes we have seen 
in March. The truth is, we have no idea 
how the omnibus will impact inflation, 
and we haven’t anywhere near the time 
we need to actually read it. 

This whole process is broken, and it 
reminds me of a truth here in Wash-
ington: In Washington, compromise 
means that both sides get everything 
they want, and no one has to make a 
tough choice. Put simply, when Wash-
ington settles, taxpayers all across this 
country lose. 

Americans should be furious with 
Congress. Ukrainians should be abso-
lutely furious with us. While Russian 
bombs are being dropped on their 
homes, cities, and hospitals, Democrats 
in the Senate are blocking the approval 
of American aid so that they can play 
politics. Every day that Senator SCHU-
MER refuses to allow a vote is a big gift 
from Senate Democrats to Putin. 

I am actually disgusted by what hap-
pened here today. To see aid for 
Ukraine used as a political tool is 
heartless. It is a stain on the integrity 
of the Senate and the United States. A 
fight for freedom and democracy rages 
in Europe, and Senate Democrats 
should be ashamed by what Senator 
SCHUMER has forced each of you to do 
today. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Montana. 
Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, the 

House is not in session. To say that we 
are going to pass this and presto 
chango it goes right to the President’s 
desk—that is not how the process 
works, Senator SCOTT. That is not how 
the process works. 

So you can stand up and say, you 
know, we are blocking this aid. No, no, 
no, no, no. 

The fact is, the person who came up 
and asked for unanimous consent—the 
good Senator from Florida—is blocking 
this bill or we would be voting on it 
right now. 

You want to talk politics? That is 
what this is about—politics. 

You can be unhappy with the omni-
bus bill, but the fact of the matter is, 
it has been negotiated over the last 
year by Democrats and Republicans, 
and that is where we are at today. 

We need to pass this bill. If you are 
concerned about Ukraine, we need to 
pass this bill. If you are concerned 
about feeding hungry people in this 
country, we need to pass this bill. If 
you are concerned about childcare, we 
need to pass this bill. If you are con-
cerned about housing, we need to pass 
this bill. If you are concerned about 
the high cost of gasoline, we need to 
pass this bill. And if you are concerned 
about the threat that China is to this 
country, we need to the pass this bill. 

Enough excuses. Let’s get the job 
done. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

HAITI DEVELOPMENT, ACCOUNT-
ABILITY, AND INSTITUTIONAL 
TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, it 
is my understanding that the Senate 
has received a message from the House 
of Representatives to accompany H.R. 
2471. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is 
correct. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask the Chair to lay 
before the Senate the message to ac-
company H.R. 2471. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the bill from the House of 
Representatives (H.R. 2471) entitled ‘‘An Act 
to measure the progress of post-disaster re-
covery and efforts to address corruption, 
governance, rule of law, and media freedoms 
in Haiti.’’, do pass with an amendment. 
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